HOME REPAIR SAFETY TIPS

While working around the house can be very re[image: image1.wmf]warding, hundreds of thousands of injuries occur each year because of mishaps related to electric tools, ladders and lawn mowers.

· On average about 150,000 people make emergency room visits due to ladder mishaps each year. 

· More than 75,000 people are treated annually in hospital emergency rooms for lawn mower injuries - casualties of burns, dismemberment, electric shock, falls and thrown objects. 

· Another 35,000 people sustain injuries from power garden tools such as trimmers, lawn edgers and pruners. 

To avoid paying a visit to the emergency room this spring, the safety professional at Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) would like you to be aware of these basic safety guidelines for proper use of your lawn and garden equipment, tools and ladders. Following these precautions and the manufacturer's instructions may help you to enjoy longer, safer use of your spring cleaning tools and help keep you and your family safe during spring cleaning season.

ABOUT UL
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) is an independent, not-for-profit testing and certification organization that has objectively evaluated products for safety for more than a century. More than 17 billion products bearing the UL Mark enter the marketplace every year.

WHAT IS THE UL MARK? 
The UL Mark is the most widely recognized safety certification mark in North America. The UL Mark on a product means that representative samples of that product have been tested to nationally recognized safety standards and found to be reasonably free from the risk of fire, electric shock and related hazards.

Extension Cord Safety[image: image2.wmf]
Just because the first extension cord you find in your garage has the length to reach the outlet across the room, it doesn't mean it's the proper one to use for the task at hand. If a power tool is drawing more current than an extension cord can carry, it may cause the cord and tool to overheat and create a fire. Before using any extension cord to help power an electrical tool or appliance, the safety professionals at Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) encourages consumers to ask themselves three important questions:

Will I use the cord indoors or outdoors? What is the total wattage rating of the appliances I'll use with the cord? How far is the nearest outlet from where I'll be working?

Extension cords are labeled with valuable information as to the use, size and wattage rating of the cord. Cords are offered in many lengths and are marked with a size or "gauge." The gauge is based on the American Wire Gauge (AWG) System, in which the larger the wire, the smaller the AWG number. For example, a 12 gauge wire would be larger, and can power larger wattage appliances than a 14 gauge wire.

Before deciding which extension cord to use, first carefully read the manufacturer's instructions for the power tools you will be using. These booklets contain important information about your tools and will provide instructions on their use. The booklets will also indicate whether the tools are suitable for use outdoors. Likewise, the first step in determining which extension cord you will need is to decide whether you will be using the appliance indoors or outdoors. Extension cords that can be used outdoors will be clearly marked "Suitable for Use with Outdoor Appliances." Never use an indoor extension cord outdoors; it could result in an electric shock or fire hazard.

Follow these additional safety tips when using extension cords with power tools and garden appliances.

· Look for the UL Mark on extension cords you purchase. The UL Mark means that representative samples of the cord have been tested for foreseeable safety hazards. 

· Store all cords indoors when not in use. Outdoor conditions can deteriorate a cord over time. 

· Never keep an extension cord plugged in when not in use. The cord will still conduct electricity until it is unplugged from the outlet. 

· Most newer, indoor cords with more than one outlet have covers for the unused openings - use them. Children and pets face serious injury if they chew on unused outlets or stick sharp metal objects into the openings. 

· Do not use extension cords that are cut or damaged. Touching even a single, exposed strand of wire can give you an electric shock or burn. 

· Never file or cut the plug blades or grounding pin of an extension cord or appliance to plug it into an old outlet. 

· As a safety feature, extension cords and most appliances have polarized plugs (one blade wider than the other). These special plugs are designed to prevent electric shock by properly aligning circuit conductors. If a plug does not fit, have a qualified electrician install a new outlet. 

By using extension cords properly, you and your family can enjoy longer, safer use of your power tools and garden appliances. 

GFCIs

[image: image3.wmf]It's that time of year again. Time for home improvements. You may be among those who dread tackling cleaning and household projects, or maybe you've been looking forward to using a brand new power tool since the first frost. Either way, before you plug in that electric drill or fire up your circular saw, make sure you're using a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). A GFCI is a small, inexpensive device that can help prevent electrical mishaps inside and outside our home.

Before begin any home improvements, consumers should evaluate the importance of using GFCIs, says John Drengenberg, UL's consumer affairs manager.  Especially when saws, hedge clippers, lawn mowers and sprinklers are all being used on various home improvement projects. 

Ground faults occur when the electrical current in a product strays outside of the path where it should flow. If your body provides a path for the stray current to the ground, you may be injured. Ground faults are often the result of damaged appliance cords or water getting into products. If every home in the US used GFCIs, experts say that more than two-thirds of all residential electrocutions could be prevented.

GFCIs provide protection against electric shock and electrocution from ground faults or contact with live parts by a grounded individual. They constantly monitor electricity flowing into a product. If the electricity flowing through the product differs even slightly from that returning, the GFCI will quickly shut off the current. 

The advantage of using GFCIs is that they detect even those amounts of electricity too small for a fuse or circuit breaker to activate and shut off the circuit. Three types of UL Listed GFCIs designed for home use are readily available, and fairly inexpensive and simple to install.

Wall Receptacle GFCI -- This type of GFCI is used in place of a standard receptacle found throughout the house. It fits into a standard outlet box and protects against ground faults whenever an electrical product is plugged into the outlet. 

Circuit Breaker GFCI -- In homes equipped with circuit breakers, this type of GFCI may be installed in a panel box to give protection to selected circuits. A circuit breaker GFCI serves a dual purpose: it shuts off electricity in the event of a ground fault and will also trip when a short circuit or an overload occurs.

Portable GFCI -- A portable GFCI requires no special knowledge or equipment to install. One type contains the GFCI circuitry in a self-contained enclosure with plug blades in the back and receptacle slots in the front. It can then be plugged into a receptacle, and the electrical products are plugged into the GFCI. Another type of portable GFCI is an extension cord combined with a GFCI. It adds flexibility in using receptacles that are not protected by GFCIs. 

Once a GFCI is installed, it must be checked monthly to determine that it is operating properly. Units can be checked by pressing the "TEST" button; the GFCI should disconnect the power to that outlet. Pressing the "RESET" button reconnects the power. If the GFCI does not disconnect the power, place a call into a qualified, certified electrician. 

In homes built to comply with the present National Electrical Code (NEC), GFCI protection is required for all outdoor receptacles; all bathroom receptacles; garage wall receptacles, all kitchen receptacles that serve the counter top; and, receptacles in crawl spaces and unfinished 
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Its summertime and all across the United States, people are climbing ladders to wash the exterior of their homes, examine gutters, paint walls or make repairs. Unfortunately, people all over the country also are falling from ladders and sustaining serious injuries. Last year, more than 179,000 people made emergency-room visits due to ladder accidents. To avoid these mishaps, the safety professionals at Underwriters Laboratories (UL) suggest that consumers follow some simple guidelines.

The first "step" to using any ladder safely is to carefully read the instructions included in the manufacturer's use and care booklet, according to John Drengenberg, Consumer Affairs Manager at UL. The manufacturer's instructions contain guidelines that can help consumers use ladders more safely and effectively and also contain important guidelines for weight and height limits.

"Consumers should choose the proper ladder for the intended task. For example, if the ladder will be used near electrical sources, consumers should use a nonmetallic ladder to reduce the possibility of electrical shock," says Drengenberg.

Another crucial "step" is to always inspect the ladder before stepping on the first rung, Drengenberg adds. "Make sure the ladder has been well maintained, that the rungs are clean and all parts are intact -- never climb on a slippery or shaky ladder." 

Setting up the ladder correctly may help prevent falls. "When planting the base of any ladder, place all feet on a firm, level surface, not on rocks or boards. Spreaders, the devices that hold the front and back sections of a stepladder in an open position, should be completely open and locked before any weight is placed on the ladder. If using an extension ladder, don't place the ladder at too extreme an angle. Remember, different ladders have different safety considerations," Drengenberg advises.

Finally, UL recommends that consumers follow several precautions to help prevent ladder accidents:

· Always look for the familiar UL Listing Mark before purchasing a ladder. The UL Listing Mark on a product means that representative samples of that product have been tested to nationally recognized safety standards with regard to safety hazards. 

· Always use a ladder that is long enough for the job at hand. A great number of ladder accidents are the result of using a ladder that is too short. 

· Don't carry equipment while climbing a ladder. Invest in a tool belt or have someone hand the equipment to you. 

· Face the ladder when climbing up and down; keep your body centered between both side rails. 

· While up on the ladder, don't overextend your reach. Make sure you keep your weight evenly distributed. 

· Never move a ladder while standing on it. Always make sure people and equipment are off the ladder before moving or closing it. 

· Never stand on a ladder's bucket shelf. Read and follow the warning stickers for highest standing levels. 

